History of Mexican Independence Day
On el dieciseis de septiembre (September 16th), 1810, in the small town of Dolores in the province of Guanajuato, Mexico, a handful of people were called together when the parish priest, Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, rang the church campana (bell).  He told the people to take up arms against the colonial government of España (Spain) and fight for independence and land.  At this time, Mexico had been under Spanish rule for over 300 years!  This inspiring speech became known as Grito de Dolores or “Cry of Dolores,” and it marks the beginning of the fight for independence and end to Spanish rule.  Father Hidalgo became known as the “Father of Mexican Independence.”  Mexico eventually won its independence in 1821, eleven years after Grito de Dolores. To this day, the church campana (bell) that was used to call people to revolt hangs in el Palacio Nacional (National Palace) in Mexico City and it is rung every year by the President of the Republic on the eve of September 16th. The people of Mexico, in small villages and large cities alike, celebrate this day with desfiles (parades), fuegos artificiales (fireworks), and typical foods like pozole (stew) or buñuelos (doughnuts). Even outside of Mexico, this day has great meaning for many persons of Hispanic and Mexican heritage.
